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Northern Explorer Family Adventure
Begin your journey with a spectacular half-day tour of Auckland City before venturing north to the
tropical Bay of Islands. Get ready for an unforgettable Hole in the Rock cruise and a full-day
excursion to the iconic Cape Reinga, where the Tasman Sea meets the Pacific Ocean. Head south,
marveling at the magnificent giant kauri trees of Waipoua Forest, then unwind on the beautiful
beaches of Matakana. Next, it's off to the North Island's adventure capital for thrills and culture,
including a captivating Maori culture. Immerse yourself in Middle-earth with a day trip to Hobbiton,
plus so much more! Your adventure culminates with an exploration of the magical Waitomo Caves
before returning to Auckland.

Starts in: Auckland
Finishes in: Auckland
Length: 12days / 11nights
Accommodation: Motels
Can be customised: Yes

This itinerary can be customised to suit you
perfectly. We can add more days, remove days,
change accommodations, mix it up, add
activities to suit your interests or simply design
and create something from scratch. Call us
today to get your custom New Zealand itinerary
underway.

Inclusions:

Includes: Late model rental cars
Includes: Fully inclusive rental car insurance (excess may apply)
Includes: Unlimited kms
Includes: Afterhours emergency support while touring
Included activity: Private Transfer Auckland Airport to your Auckland Accommodation with Tourcorp
Included activity: Electronic Travel Guide and In-Country Support App
Included activity: The Visitor Promise - Cultural Learning Course
Included activity: Glow Worm Caves Tour with Discover Waitomo
Included activity: Auckland City Revealed Half Day Tour with Bush and Beach
Included activity: Hole in the Rock Cruise with Fullers GreatSights
Included activity: Cape Reinga & Ninety Mile Beach Full Day Tour with Fullers Bay of Islands - Lunch
Included
Included activity: Te Pā Tū Evening Māori Cultural Experience - Dinner Included
Included activity: Hobbiton Movie Set Tour from Shires Rest

For a detailed copy of this itinerary go to http://exodustravel.nzwt.co.nz/tour.php?tour_id=148 or call us on
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Day 1

Private Transfer Auckland Airport to your Auckland Accommodation with Tourcorp
You will be met at the Auckland airport by the driver and transferred to your Auckland accommodation.

Welcome to Auckland
Welcome to Auckland, known in Māori as Tāmaki Makaurau. Auckland is New Zealand's vibrant "City of Sails," and the country's largest
metropolitan area. Nestled between the Pacific Ocean and the Tasman Sea. Surrounded by native bush, lush rainforests, and pristine beaches,
Auckland is a haven for both adventurers and urban explorers. Wander through world-class museums and galleries in the city centre or enjoy a
peaceful retreat at the Auckland Gardens, where stunning landscapes showcase New Zealand's diverse flora. Stroll along the lively waterfront to
savour fresh seafood and international cuisine at Viaduct restaurants. For an unforgettable perspective, ascend the iconic SkyTower, New
Zealand's tallest structure, and take in panoramic views of the city and its picturesque islands.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Wētā Workshop Unleashed
A jaw-dropping, senses-shattering, awe-inspiring adventure into the heart of movie magic! Get hands-on and immerse yourself in an
extraordinary world of practical effects, props and larger-than-life sets. On this award-winning tour, you can explore three movie projects
imagined by the Weta crew and uncover how they bring big screen concepts to life. Discover a mind-blowing world of robots, monsters,
dinosaurs and more - step right into the action to see, play and experience movie-making up close.

Your accommodation: Adina CityLife Auckland [Formerly Heritage CityLife Auckland]
Admirably positioned in the hub of the city's business, retail and entertainment district, the Adina CityLife
Hotel is perfect to explore Auckland. Their self-contained suites are equipped with everything you will need
to enjoy your stay.

Day 2

Auckland City Revealed Half Day Tour with Bush and Beach
Your morning city highlights tour is a journey of discovery designed to explore the history and sights as well as see how Aucklanders live and
play. Auckland is set on 48 dormant volcanic cones and between two harbours, the sparkling Waitemata and the brooding Manukau. Known as
the City of Sails, it's New Zealand's largest and busiest city. After the pick up from your city accommodation you travel up Queen St, through
Auckland's central business district, past Auckland University and through the inner city park, known as The Domain. We continue on through
the picturesque suburb of Ponsonby, known for its historic buildings, before heading over the Harbour Bridge to the North Shore. You stroll on
Narrow Neck Beach in historic Devonport. There is time for a coffee here before continuing up to the summit of Mt Victoria where there are
stunning panoramic views of Auckland city and the Waitemata Harbour. Then travel back over the Harbour Bridge to Westhaven Marina, one of
the largest marinas in the Southern Hemisphere. Visit the Auckland Fish Market before continuing on to the Viaduct Harbour.

Your accommodation: Adina CityLife Auckland [Formerly Heritage CityLife Auckland]
Admirably positioned in the hub of the city's business, retail and entertainment district, the Adina CityLife
Hotel is perfect to explore Auckland. Their self-contained suites are equipped with everything you will need
to enjoy your stay.
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Day 3

Collect Rental Car
This tour's from price includes an intermediate-sized vehicle, setting you up for comfortable travels. Yet, we understand every adventure is
unique! Feel free to select the perfect wheels from our incredible collection of rental cars, spanning from economy hatchbacks to premium
SUVs.

Auckland to Paihia
The drive from Auckland to the Bay of Islands takes approximately 3.5 hours, but allow extra time to enjoy the sights along the way. Pause for a
breath of fresh salty air in Whangarei, where you can explore scenic highlights like the Whangarei Falls or the lively Town Basin. Further along,
take a break in Kawakawa known for its quirky, world-famous Hundertwasser Toilets. As you approach Paihia, the gateway to the Bay of
Islands, soak in the stunning views of native bush and endless golden beaches that define this iconic Northland region.

Paihia, Bay of Islands
Paihia, an oceanside gem, played a pivotal role in Aotearoa-New Zealand's history. A visit to the Waitangi Treaty Grounds offers a profound
look into the signing of the Waitangi Treaty, where 43 Māori chiefs and 39 Crown representatives shaped the nation&rsquo;s future. Beyond its
rich history, Paihia is a haven for water-based activities. From sailing through the Hole in the Rock and dolphin spotting to kayaking or fishing, or
perhaps a day relaxing on the beach, this picturesque coastal town is the perfect base to explore the stunning Bay of Islands.

Your accommodation: Sea Spray Suites
Sea Spray Suites offers comfortable and relaxing accommodation close to Paihia’s best activities and
attractions. Directly across the road is the beautiful Te Ti Beach, exploring Paihia’s beautiful waters and
wildlife is only a short step away. If you are interested in experiencing New Zealand’s heritage, The
Waitangi Treaty House is only 1km away.

Day 4

Hole in the Rock Cruise with Fullers GreatSights
Board your cruise and take in the stunning views as you glide out through the islands and along the Rakaumangamanga Peninsula to Cape
Brett, where a historic lighthouse keeps watch over and Piercy Island/Motukōkako, or as it is popularly known as the Hole in the Rock.
According to Māori legend, local warriors used to paddle through the Hole in the Rock in their canoes before departing for battle. Drops of water
from the cave roof above were a good omen. If conditions permit, your skipper will expertly guide the ship through the narrow space. Keep an
eye out for common and bottlenose dolphins, whales, and other marine life during your cruise, and have your camera ready as you get up close
to the action. Stop off at Otehei Bay on Urupukapuka Island where you have time to relax, take a walk, have a swim, or enjoy a bite to eat and
drink from the on-site fully licensed caf&eacute;. The purpose-built catamaran is licensed by DOC (the Department of Conservation) for dolphin
viewing and the crew has years of experience locating dolphins in these waters.&nbsp;

Explore Bay of Islands
Commonly known as the &lsquo;winterless north&rsquo; New Zealand&rsquo;s Bay of Islands is made up of over 140 subtropical atolls.
Renowned for its untouched beaches, abundant marine life, and idyllic climate, this tropical paradise ticks all the boxes. Spend some time on a
remote stretch of beach, or see the dolphins on an ocean safari. If diving is your thing, take the morning to descend the Rainbow Warrior - The
Greenpeace flagship sunk by French saboteurs in 1985. Wander around Russell, a whaling port founded in 1843. Learn about our culture in
historic Waitangi, the site where The Treaty of Waitangi was signed in 1840 between the Māori and Europeans. Alternatively, you may like to
take a day tour to Cape Reinga, the very top of the North Island.
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Waitangi Treaty Grounds Guided Tour and Cultural Performance
Waitangi is one of New Zealand's most historic sites where the Treaty of Waitangi was signed in 1840 between the Māori and the British
Government. This two day pass allows you access to the Treaty of Waitangi Grounds and includes admission to the Te Kōngahu Museum and
Te Rau Aroha Museum and a Maori Cultural performance. During your guided tour, learn about the history of the treaty and discover the stories
and events that shaped New Zealand. The cultural performance inside the carved meeting house includes waiata (singing), poi and the haka - a
war dance Aotearoa-New Zealand is well known for.

Your accommodation: Sea Spray Suites
Sea Spray Suites offers comfortable and relaxing accommodation close to Paihia’s best activities and
attractions. Directly across the road is the beautiful Te Ti Beach, exploring Paihia’s beautiful waters and
wildlife is only a short step away. If you are interested in experiencing New Zealand’s heritage, The
Waitangi Treaty House is only 1km away.

Day 5

Cape Reinga & Ninety Mile Beach Full Day Tour with Fullers Bay of Islands - Lunch Included
Journey to the very tip of the North Island and uncover a region of rich Māori tradition along the way on an unforgettable full-day tour. Travel
along the sand-swept shore of Ninety Mile Beach in our purpose-built coach and experience sandboarding (weather permitting). In Māori
tradition, Cape Reinga or Te Rerenga Wairua is the place where spirits depart on their long journey back to the homeland. Stand at the
northernmost point of New Zealand and drink in the panoramic views. As you stand beneath the iconic lighthouse, and watch the Tasman Sea
and the mighty Pacific Ocean collide far below, you'll feel the power of this special place. Throughout the day your local driver guide will provide
an entertaining and thought-provoking insight into the culture, history and natural wonders of the Far North.&nbsp;

Your accommodation: Sea Spray Suites
Sea Spray Suites offers comfortable and relaxing accommodation close to Paihia’s best activities and
attractions. Directly across the road is the beautiful Te Ti Beach, exploring Paihia’s beautiful waters and
wildlife is only a short step away. If you are interested in experiencing New Zealand’s heritage, The
Waitangi Treaty House is only 1km away.

Day 6

Bay of Islands to Waipoua Forest to Matakana
Heading west from the Bay of Islands you leave the Pacific Ocean and soon and arrive into the Hokianga and the wilder seas of the Tasman.
The small townships of Omapere and Opononi have a great seaside feel and the perfect place to stop for an ice cream. The route now heads
south and into the Waipoua Forest, home to the massive Kauri trees. Make sure you allow time to take a few short walks that are signposted as
you pass through the region. Not to be missed is the 5-minute loop to view the largest of all the trees Tane Mahuta. 
Heading back across country the Matakohe Kauri Museum is an award winning museum and has extensive displays of the regions logging,
farming and social history. Just a short drive from Warkworth towards the coast is the small township of Matakana and a little further you will find
the often deserted beaches of the Tawharanui Marine Reserve.

Waipoua Kauri Forest
The Waipoua Forest is located on the picturesque West Coast of Northland some 247kms north of Auckland. The famous Waipoua Forest is the
largest remaining tract of native forest in the Northland, with towering trees and rare birds. Home of Tāne Mahuta, the country's largest kauri
tree, which is approximately 2,000 years old and still growing. Known as 'The Lord of the Forest', the Tāne Mahuta is nearly 18 metres to the
first branch and 4.4metres in diameter. Waipoua Forest is also home to many other tree species, podocarps and hardwoods.
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Goat Island Marine Reserve
Cape Rodney-Okakari Point Marine Reserve (better known as Goat Island), was New Zealand&rsquo;s first marine reserve created in
1975.&nbsp; Covering 518 hectares the marine reserve is a fantastic place for families to encounter New Zealand&rsquo;s diverse marine flora
and fauna.&nbsp; Snorkelling is the best way to get close to the fish, crustaceans and other marine life that call this sheltered shoreline home
and you can hire all your snorkelling gear direct from the beach.&nbsp; Small children can happily explore the rocky pools and the fascinating
communities that live within and there are plenty of picnic spots nearby when you need a break from the water. For more information on Goat
Island visit the Department of Conservation website.

Your accommodation: Snells Beach Motel
Snells Beach Motel is perfectly situated, on the Mahurangi East Peninsula, overlooking the beautiful Kawau
Bay and in the heart of the wonderful Matakana Coast Wine Country area.

Day 7

Matakana to Rotorua
Continuing south through Auckland, State Highway 1 quickly takes you into rolling green farmland and the rich dairy pasture of the Waikato. The
Bombay Hills mark the outer boundary of great Auckland and its here you turn inland to central Waikato. This is hobbit country and the route
takes you through the town of Matamata where you can still visit the film locations made famous in the Lord of the Rings trilogy at Hobbiton
Movie Set and Farm Tours.

Te Pā Tū Evening Māori Cultural Experience - Dinner Included
New Zealand&rsquo;s Most Awarded Cultural Attraction, presenting Te Pā Tū. Feast on song, drama, tradition, and divine seasonal kai (cuisine)
within the forest Pā (village) blanketed by towering Tawa trees, blazing bonfires, and a forest-formed amphitheatre. Te Pā Tū shares Māori
history, traditions, and cultural aspirations across 4-hours of celebration and feasting. These events change with each season of the
Maramataka, the Māori lunar calendar.

Your accommodation: Silver Fern Suites & Spa
Silver Fern Suites & Spa is located just minutes from Rotorua's city centre and is close to popular thermal
attractions, cafes, restaurants and golf courses. Suites have a private spa pool or double spa bath for you to
unwind and relax.

Day 8
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Explore Rotorua
Peppered with natural hot springs, boiling mud pools and steaming geysers, Rotorua sits within one of the world's most active volcanic regions.
Geothermal landmarks aside, this city of sulphur has a rich indigenous history. Home to several prominent Māori tribes, a visit to one of the
Māori experiences should be high on your agenda, learn about the special meaning of pounamu-Greenstone with Mountain Jade, explore the
geysers and arts of Te Puia or immerse in an evening with Te Pā Tū. An excursion to one of the area's wellness spas is also a must! Try the
Polynesian Spa for an invigorating soak in its natural mineral hot springs, Wai Ariki offers an indulging and unwinding restorative journey or pay
a quick visit to Secret Spot for a soak and a delicious smash burger! If it is a thrill you are looking for, spike your adrenaline at Rotorua Canopy
Tours, soaring above the ancient native forest below. Alternatively, head up the Skyline Rotorua Gondola for soaring lake views, and ride the
luge at night for an extra thrill. Make the most of your time in Rotorua with an excursion through the Wai-O-Tapu Thermal Wonderland, one of
the area&rsquo;s most colourful volcanic attractions. Whatever you are after, Rotorua is almost certain to have it!

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - National Kiwi Hatchery Experience
The National Kiwi Hatchery Experience&nbsp;is a special opportunity to gain insight into and view this highly regarded conservation centre.
Developed with the visitor experience in mind, the hatchery boasts special viewing opportunities and is hosted by kiwi expert guides who ensure
guests leave fully informed and all questions answered. Learn all about New Zealand&rsquo;s intriguing national icon and the efforts of the kiwi
husbandry team, see and discover what it takes to hatch and rare chicks, and if you&rsquo;re lucky see baby chicks in person!

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Original Ziplining Experience with Rotorua Canopy Tours
Embark on a three-hour adventure through the native New Zealand forest. Journey through the beautiful forest canopy via an incredible network
of trails, tree platforms, Ziplines and swing bridges. See breathtaking views of the woodland valleys and hills as you fly through tight openings in
the trees. In between the thrill of the ziplines and suspended tree bridges, your guides will share their passion and knowledge for the forest and
the conservation challenges to preserve it.&nbsp; It is important you read and understand the risks associated with this activity. For more
information see here.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Agrodome Farm Show and Farm Tour Combo
Set on a 350-acre working sheep and cattle farm with 1200 sheep and 120 beef cattle, the Agrodome gives its visitors a hands-on, live farming
experience. The Farm Show stars a cast of talented animals &ndash; not just sheep! The remarkable farm dogs will amaze you, as they
demonstrate their ability to respond to commands and keep those sheep (and ducks!) in line. Then pop across to the herding area to watch a
free live dog trial after the show! Explore the farm and learn the history of New Zealand agriculture on custom designed farm trailers. Along the
way, there are fascinating things to learn and a few laughs too! You&rsquo;ll get to hand-feed and take photos with all sorts of friendly animals,
including Romney sheep, cattle, deer, llamas, ostrich, pigs and alpacas. Explore the fruit orchard and olive grove and have the chance to taste
natural kiwifruit juice and delicious sweet honey that comes from the farm.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Wai-O-Tapu Thermal Wonderland
Wai-O-Tapu Thermal Wonderland is a spectacular showcase of New Zealand&rsquo;s colourful and unique geothermal elements sculpted by
thousands of years of volcanic activity. You will be introduced to a diversely different natural landscape, extending over 18-sq. km. Enjoy
viewing the volcanic features as you walk at your own pace along well-defined tracks. Relax in the first-class Visitor Centre, home to the Gift
Shop and Caf&eacute; facilities. Visit the Mud Pool, the largest in New Zealand, it was originally the site of a large mud volcano which was
destroyed through erosion in the 1920s. See the history and beauty of the Lady Knox Geyser at 10:15 am every day where a daily eruption
happens of up to 20 metres.&nbsp;

Your accommodation: Silver Fern Suites & Spa
Silver Fern Suites & Spa is located just minutes from Rotorua's city centre and is close to popular thermal
attractions, cafes, restaurants and golf courses. Suites have a private spa pool or double spa bath for you to
unwind and relax.

Day 9

Rotorua to Matamata
Leave the steaming vents and boiling pools of the geothermal region behind as you make your way through the lush dairy pastures of the
Waikato. Take in the emerald green landscapes most famous for their role in the Lord of the Rings and Hobbit films. Arrive into the small town of
Matamata, for a visit to the fully intact set of Hobbiton.
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Hobbiton Movie Set Tour from Shires Rest
In the heart of New Zealand, you can step into the lush pastures of the Shire with a guided tour of Hobbiton, as featured in The Lord of the
Rings and The Hobbit Trilogies. Hobbiton is located just outside of Matamata in the heart of the lush Waikato farming region. Here you can visit
such iconic Hobbit locations as Hobbit Holes, the Green Dragon Inn, the Mill and the Party Tree with a guide sharing behind-the-scenes tales
and insight into the making of the films. Spend time wandering through Bagshot Row before being led inside a Hobbit Hole to view the detailed
interior, designed to provide an authentic glimpse into the dwelling of a Hobbit.

Matamata to Rotorua
Just south of Matamata is the township of Tirau, home to the largest tin sheep and sheepdog, but it also offers a surprising number of bric a
brac, art, craft and antique stores if you feel like browsing.
Arriving into the City of Rotorua the regions geothermal activity becomes evident as you see steam rising from the roadside and surrounding
hills.
Considered the cultural centre for the Maori people, Rotorua is the ideal place to gain an insight into the history and culture. Dominating the
display is the devastating volcanic eruption of Mt. Tarawera in 1886 but also of great interest is the Maori battalion display which portrays stories
of this once feared military unit.
Nearby Ohinemutu Village is the original site of the first Maori settlers in the area and despite its now modern surroundings and buildings you
can still gain a sense of what the original village was like. The magnificent meeting house and historic carvings along with the unique 'Tudor-
style' St Faiths Church feature in many visitors photo albums.
One of the most popular introductions to the Maori Culture is through an evening at Mitai Maori Village where you can enjoy performances and
demonstrations followed by a traditionally cooked hangi meal.
Of course Rotorua is also a great place to enjoy many other activities including, fishing, 4WD trips, relaxing spa treatments, mountain biking,
walking and hiking plus helicopter and float plane trips.

Your accommodation: Silver Fern Suites & Spa
Silver Fern Suites & Spa is located just minutes from Rotorua's city centre and is close to popular thermal
attractions, cafes, restaurants and golf courses. Suites have a private spa pool or double spa bath for you to
unwind and relax.

Day 10

Rotorua to Waitomo
The drive today takes you through the rolling green farmland of the Waikato and King Country. New Zealand's longest river, the Waikato River,
guides you through the art and craft village of Tirau and the quaint township of Cambridge, before turning south towards the limestone region of
Waitomo.

Glow Worm Caves Tour with Discover Waitomo
Explore a 30 million year old cave network spread across three levels. You'll travel deep underground through the limestone caves viewing
stalactites and stalagmites as well as hearing about the caves historical and geological significance. You'll then hop into a boat and glide silently
through the glow worm grotto - a galaxy of tiny living lights.

Your accommodation: Palm Court Motel Otorohanga
Palm Court Motel is conveniently located 200 metres from cafes, restaurants, village shopping and the
railway station. Stay just a few minutes drive to Waitomo Caves, Black-Water Rafting, Adventure Tours,
Kiwi House and the golf course.
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Day 11

Waitomo to Auckland City
The lush farmland of the Waikato and the limestone hills of the Waitomo region provide some great scenery as you head north. Visit the
Otorohanga Kiwi House en route for a great look at some of New Zealand's native birds in particular our famous flightless namesake.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Ferry from Auckland to Rangitoto Island and return with Fullers
A short cruise through the Waitemata Harbour to the Hauraki Gulf delivers you to Rangitoto Island. Rangitoto Island is the largest and youngest
of the many volcanoes that make up the Auckland volcanic field. It erupted around 600 years ago, but is extinct now and safe to explore. During
your cruise to and from the island enjoy fantastic views of Rangitoto Island and Auckland. On reaching the island you can walk to the summit (1
hour direct) for great views of the Hauraki Gulf and over Waitemata Harbour looking back towards Auckland. There are a number of walking
trails to explore this volcanic island, further information can be found at the Department of Conservation website.

Your accommodation: Adina CityLife Auckland [Formerly Heritage CityLife Auckland]
Admirably positioned in the hub of the city's business, retail and entertainment district, the Adina CityLife
Hotel is perfect to explore Auckland. Their self-contained suites are equipped with everything you will need
to enjoy your stay.

Day 12

Depart Auckland today
Explore more of vibrant Auckland city before dropping your rental car at the airport depot and continuing your onward journey.

Farewell from Aotearoa-New Zealand
Bid farewell to Aotearoa-New Zealand, taking with you unforgettable memories of its breathtaking landscapes and incredible adventures. In
Maori, it is said mā te wā, which is not goodbye, it is see you soon!
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Tour details
Departures: Daily
Tour type: North Island Self Drive
Starts: Auckland
Finishes: Auckland
Tour length: 12
Accomodation: Motels
Car/transport type:  

Accommodation summary
Day 1 Adina CityLife Auckland [Formerly Heritage CityLife Auckland]
Day 2 Adina CityLife Auckland [Formerly Heritage CityLife Auckland]
Day 3 Sea Spray Suites
Day 4 Sea Spray Suites
Day 5 Sea Spray Suites
Day 6 Snells Beach Motel
Day 7 Silver Fern Suites & Spa
Day 8 Silver Fern Suites & Spa
Day 9 Silver Fern Suites & Spa
Day 10 Palm Court Motel Otorohanga
Day 11 Adina CityLife Auckland [Formerly Heritage CityLife Auckland]
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