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Central North Island Explorer Tour

Your adventure begins in the vibrant "City of Sails" before heading to the white sands and turquoise waters of the Coromandel Peninsula. You
will experience the geothermal magic of Rotorua, where bubbling mud pools and rich Maori culture create a truly unique atmosphere. The
journey continues through the volcanic landscapes of Taupd and into the mystical glowworm-lit caverns of Waitomo. We have included essential
experiences like a scenic cruise to Cathedral Cove and an authentic evening cultural performance to ensure you see the very best of the region.
This itinerary offers a perfect balance of iconic sightseeing and relaxed driving through some of New Zealand’s most picturesque countryside.

Starts in: Auckland
Finishes in: Auckland
Length: 8days / 7nights
Accommodation: Apartments

Can be customised: Yes

This itinerary can be customised to suit you perfectly. We can add more days, remove
days, change accommodations, mix it up, add activities to suit your interests or simply
design and create something from scratch. Call us today to get your custom New Zealand
itinerary underway.

Inclusions:

Includes: Late model rental cars

Includes: Unlimited kms

Included activity: The Visitor Promise - Cultural Learning Course

Included activity: Private Transfer Auckland Airport to your Auckland Accommodation with

Tourcorp
plus much more...

Includes: Fully inclusive rental car insurance
(excess may apply)

Includes: Afterhours emergency support while
touring

Included activity: Electronic Travel Guide and In-
Country Support App

Included activity: Cathedral Cove Scenic Cruise

For a detailed copy of this itinerary go to http://exodustravel.nzwt.co.nz/tour.php?tour_id=795 or call us on +611800396387
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Welcome to Auckland

Welcome to Auckland, known in Maori as Tamaki Makaurau. Auckland is New Zealand's vibrant "City of Sails," and the country's largest
metropolitan area. Nestled between the Pacific Ocean and the Tasman Sea. Surrounded by native bush, lush rainforests, and pristine beaches,
Auckland is a haven for both adventurers and urban explorers. Wander through world-class museums and galleries in the city centre or enjoy a
peaceful retreat at the Auckland Gardens, where stunning landscapes showcase New Zealand's diverse flora. Stroll along the lively waterfront to
savour fresh seafood and international cuisine at Viaduct restaurants. For an unforgettable perspective, ascend the iconic SkyTower, New
Zealand's tallest structure, and take in panoramic views of the city and its picturesque islands.

Private Transfer Auckland Airport to your Auckland Accommodation with Tourcorp
You will be met at the Auckland airport by your private driver and be transferred to your Auckland accommodation.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - All Blacks Experience

See what it takes to make, shape and be an All Black. Experience first-hand the excitement and emotion of game day. Discover the stories
behind some of world rugby&rsquo;s most famous players, moments, and matches.

This guided experience introduces you to the game of rugby including state-of-the-art displays combining sound, images, interactive technology,
and hands-on activities. Discover New Zealand&rsquo;s deep passion for our national sport, experience the full force of the All Blacks haka, and
tackle interactive zones where you can try out your kicking, catching, line-out, and accuracy skills against legendary All Blacks.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Auckland Sky Tower Admission

Standing at 328 meters (just over 1000 feet) - the Sky Tower is the tallest man-made structure in New Zealand and offers panoramic views of
the Auckland landscape. Travel in the glass-fronted lift to one of three spectacular viewing platforms, or for a little more excitement do a
SkyWalk - an outside loop around the pergola 192 meters (just over 600 feet) above ground. If you're really bold, Take the quick way down and
SkyJump off the tower - a controlled free fall to the base.

Inside, the Sky Lounge offers coffee and light meals while the iconic Orbit Restaurant is Auckland's only 360-degree revolving dining
experience.

Your accommodation: Adina Apartment Hotel Auckland Britomart

Adina Apartment Hotel Auckland, Britomart is only minutes away from Queen's Wharf harbour in the heart
of Auckland's CBD. Offering stylish, modern studio rooms and apartments, ideal for families, modern
explorers or business travellers.

Day 2

Collect Rental Car

This tour's from price includes an intermediate-sized vehicle, setting you up for comfortable travels. Yet, we understand every adventure is
unique! Feel free to select the perfect wheels from our incredible collection of rental cars, spanning from economy hatchbacks to premium
SUVs.
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Auckland to Whitianga via Coromandel Township

As you leave the Auckland boundary the landscape changes to lush farmland. You'll cross the fertile Hauraki Plains - one of New Zealand's
largest dairy producing regions. Pass the Thames Estuary, a haven for wildlife and shore birds.Take a short detour to nearby Miranda (well sign
posted) to see the large flocks of godwits and oystercatchers. Arriving into the old gold mining town of Thames, there are two different routes to
the east coast of the Coromandel. Directly over the Coromandel Ranges will deliver you to the coast in a snappy 45 minutes or if you're after
more leisurely route, head North to the Coromandel Township along the Péhutukawa Coast (part of the Pacific Coast Highway). This is one of
the most spectacular drives in the region and not to be missed. Continue down the coast to arrive in the picturesque town of Whitianga.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Driving Creek Railway & Potteries - EyeFull Tower Tour

Driving Creek Railway and Potteries has become a Coromandel icon. The dream of Barry Brickell was to establish a pottery workshop on his
land. Using a railway he would have access to the clay on the land and the pine kiln fuel. Over the next 15 years the railway developed until in
1990 it was finally licensed to carry fare paying passengers and ever since thousands of visitors have made the trip to Coromandel to
experience this unique attraction. The 1 hour return train trip on the innovatively designed trains takes you through replanted native kauri forest
and includes 2 spirals, 3 short tunnels, 5 reversing points and several large viaducts as it climbs up to the mountain-top terminus. The pottery is
still producing and you can watch the artists at work as well as purchase items. It is important you read and understand the risks associated with
this activity. For more information please see here.

Your accommodation: Oceans Resort Whitianga

Only a stone’s throw from the golden sands of Buffalo Beach, you will find the relaxed luxury Whitianga
Apartments of Oceans Resort. All apartments have a full kitchen including oven, cook top, microwave as
well as their own personal laundry with washing machine and laundry necessities provided.
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Coves, Caves and Coastline Cruise from Whitianga

Explore the volcanic coastline with its many caves, blowholes and golden beaches all from the comfort and safety of an ex coastguard 28 ft
cruiser. Departing from Whitianga Wharf journey past the towering Shakespeare's Cliffs and historic Cooks Beach. Visit Cathedral Cove and the
islands in the marine reserve. There is also a chance to swim with the abundant fish in the reserve (on board snorkel gear provided - don't forget
your swimsuit and towel). For those who prefer to stay dry an underwater camera relays images to an onboard TV.

Your accommodation: Oceans Resort Whitianga

Only a stone’s throw from the golden sands of Buffalo Beach, you will find the relaxed luxury Whitianga
Apartments of Oceans Resort. All apartments have a full kitchen including oven, cook top, microwave as
well as their own personal laundry with washing machine and laundry necessities provided.
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Whitianga to Rotorua via Tauranga
Heading south from the Coromandel Peninsula you pass through the seaside town of Whangamata, a popular location for Kiwi holidaymakers
and home to one of the best beaches in the region. Next, you come to the old mining town of Waihi which still has an operating open cast gold
mine (Martha Mine) that can be viewed from a vantage point just above the town centre.

For rail enthusiasts, the Goldfields Railway operates passenger trains along a scenic and historic section of track towards Waikino. The route
now takes you into the Bay of Plenty and the port town of Tauranga before you head along the scenic Pyes Pa Road to Rotorua. For Lord of the
Rings fans, a detour to Matamata is recommended as this is the location of the Hobbiton film set. Arriving in Rotorua from the north you are
welcomed by the spectacular view of the lake.

Rotorua

Discover the geothermal, adventure, and cultural wonderland of Rotorua. As you explore, you may see steam rising from cracks in the road,
bubbling and hissing water in pools along the lake's edge, and the unmistakable smell of Sulfur. Rotorua is rich in Maori culture and history, with
many Maori inhabitants recognising the great potential of the volcanic land. For an outdoor adventure, head to The Redwoods and experience
the rainforest treetops from high up. There are a few accessible trails for disabled hikers and great biking trails as well. If you&rsquo;re lucky,
you might spot some of New Zealand's native birds, such as the Piwakawaka (Fantail) and the Tar. Alternatively, enjoy the Lake Tikitapu Blue
Lake Walk or explore Kuirau Park, where you'll find bubbling mud pools and steaming lakes. Don't miss the private thermal reserves such as Te
Puia and Wai-O-Tapu, where you can walk among bubbling mud pools, spouting geysers, and Sulfur ponds. Just a few minutes from the town
centre, the Agrodome and National Kiwi Hatchery offer an insight into nature. Rotorua's rich Maori culture is a must-see. Spend an evening with
Te Pa Ta, complete with a traditional-style dinner or stroll along the lake edge to reach one of the country's oldest Maori villages at Ohinemutu.
When hunger strikes, visit Eat Street in Rotorua CBD, a vibrant street lined with delicious eateries and restaurants to satisfy any craving. No visit
to Rotorua would be complete without experiencing Rotorua's original tourist attraction - a relaxing spa treatment. This town boasts an array of
wellness experiences to unwind in. Whether you are seeking adventure, culture, or relaxation, Rotorua offers an unforgettable experience.

Te Pa Ta Evening Maori Cultural Experience - Dinner Included

New Zealand&rsquo;s Most Awarded Cultural Attraction, presenting Te Pa Ta. Feast on song, drama, tradition, and divine seasonal kai (cuisine)
within the forest Pa (village) blanketed by towering Tawa trees, blazing bonfires, and a forest-formed amphitheatre. Te Pa Tu shares Maori
history, traditions, and cultural aspirations across 4-hours of celebration and feasting. These events change with each season of the
Maramataka, the Maori lunar calendar.

Your accommodation: Quest Rotorua Central

Located in the heart of Rotorua, just a stone’s throw from the restaurant and shopping precinct. Purpose
built in 2012, all apartments are equipped with modern fixtures, full cooking and laundry facilities that make
Quest Rotorua Central your perfect home away from home.

Meals included: Speciality Dinner
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Explore Rotorua

Peppered with natural hot springs, boiling mud pools and steaming geysers, Rotorua sits within one of the world's most active volcanic regions.
Geothermal landmarks aside, this city of sulphur has a rich indigenous history. Home to several prominent Maori tribes, a visit to one of the
Maori experiences should be high on your agenda, learn about the special meaning of pounamu-Greenstone with Mountain Jade, explore the
geysers and arts of Te Puia or immerse in an evening with Te Pa Td. An excursion to one of the area's wellness spas is also a must! Try the
Polynesian Spa for an invigorating soak in its natural mineral hot springs, Wai Ariki offers an indulging and unwinding restorative journey or pay
a quick visit to Secret Spot for a soak and a delicious smash burger! If it is a thrill you are looking for, spike your adrenaline at Rotorua Canopy
Tours, soaring above the ancient native forest below. Alternatively, head up the Skyline Rotorua Gondola for soaring lake views, and ride the
luge at night for an extra thrill. Make the most of your time in Rotorua with an excursion through the Wai-O-Tapu Thermal Wonderland, one of
the area&rsquo;s most colourful volcanic attractions. Whatever you are after, Rotorua is almost certain to have it!

Te Puia: Te Ra Guided Experience, Cultural Experience and Hangi Buffet Lunch

Embark on a guided tour through the heart of Maori craftsmanship and heritage at the New Zealand Maori Arts &amp; Crafts Institute. Explore
the renowned schools of greenstone carving, wood carving, and flax weaving, where master artisans and students bring ancient techniques to
life. Your journey continues at Rotowhio P3, a living Maori village, and the Kiwi Conservation Centre, where you'll get a rare glimpse of New
Zealand's iconic and endangered Kiwi bird. As you delve into Te Whakarewarewa geothermal valley, marvel at the dramatic landscapes shaped
by geothermal activity, including the awe-inspiring Pohutu Geyser, the largest active geyser in the Southern Hemisphere. After your
explorations, indulge in Te Puia's world-famous hangr buffet lunch, served in Pataka Kai Restaurant, Bar &amp; Caf&eacute;. Enjoy a
delectable array of traditional Maori cuisine, though menus are subject to change to highlight seasonal specialties. The cultural highlight of your
visit will take place in the beautifully carved meeting house, Te Aronui a Rua. Here, you&rsquo;ll be welcomed with a pohiri (traditional
welcome), followed by a captivating cultural performance featuring waiata (song), moteatea (traditional chant), poi, and the powerful haka. This
immersive experience at Te Puia offers a deep connection to Maori culture, artistry, and the natural wonders of New Zealand.

Daytime Treewalk & Glowworm Combo with Redwoods

Redwoods Treewalk is one of New Zealand's top design-led tourism experiences, floating between 9 and 20 metres above the forest floor, this
core eco-tourism walk is 700 metres long, spans across 28 suspension bridges and 27 platforms, and takes about 40 minutes to complete.
Designed for use without harnesses or protective gear, it is suitable for all ages. The only pre-requisite is that all users must be able to walk the
entire 553-metres.Then descend into a 70-metre eco-cave to witness the magic of over 2,500 native glowworms illuminating rock formations
and a reflective water feature. The combined experience offers a total immersion into the forest's nocturnal beauty, both high in the canopy and
deep within the earth.

Your accommodation: Quest Rotorua Central

Located in the heart of Rotorua, just a stone’s throw from the restaurant and shopping precinct. Purpose
built in 2012, all apartments are equipped with modern fixtures, full cooking and laundry facilities that make
Quest Rotorua Central your perfect home away from home.

Meals included: Lunch

Wai-O-Tapu Thermal Wonderland

Wai-O-Tapu Thermal Wonderland is a spectacular showcase of New Zealand&rsquo;s colourful and unique geothermal elements sculpted by
thousands of years of volcanic activity. You will be introduced to a diversely different natural landscape, extending over 18-sq. km. Enjoy
viewing the volcanic features as you walk at your own pace along well-defined tracks. Relax in the first-class Visitor Centre, home to the Gift
Shop and Caf&eacute; facilities. Visit the Mud Pool, the largest in New Zealand, it was originally the site of a large mud volcano which was
destroyed through erosion in the 1920s. See the history and beauty of the Lady Knox Geyser at 10:15 am every day where a daily eruption
happens of up to 20 metres.&nbsp;
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Rotorua to Taupo

Today drive through the heart of the Central North Island volcanic plateau. Visit the geothermal regions Wai O Tapu Thermal Wonderland and
Waimangu Volcanic Valley, before arriving into the town of Taupo, which sits on New Zealand's largest lake - Lake Taupo. Just north of the town
are the Huka Falls and a short detour to view is highly recommended, as is a visit to the nearby Craters of the Moon geothermal reserve.

Huka Falls

Lake Taupo has a massive capacity of approximately 59 cubic kilometres and its only outlet is the Waikato River. At Huka, just north of the town
centre the Waikato River is forced through a narrow volcanic rock chasm. The resulting spectacle is compounded as this massive volume of
water surges towards the falls. A jet boat ride is a fun and thrilling way to see this geographic wonder or a short walk from the car park will
position you onto a viewing platform. Close to the falls (look for the signs) is the Prawn Farm and here you can enjoy a prawn feast.

Lake Taupo Scenic Cruise to the Maori Rock Carvings

Cruise the spectacular Great Lake Taupo to the remarkable Maori Rock Carvings and around the picturesque bays of Lake Taupo. Your captain
will provide an informative and entertaining commentary on the volcanic creation of Lake Taupo and the Maori mythology of the region. Marvel
at the amazing views of hidden bays and the spectacular snow-capped mountain peaks of Tongariro National Park. Your boat is fully enclosed
so you will stay warm while still being able to take those fantastic holiday pictures. It is important you read and understand the risks associated
with this activity. For more information see here.

Your accommodation: Anchorage Resort

Anchorage Resort boasts stunning views of Lake Taupo and has a wide range of facilities including a
heated swimming pool, hot tub, outdoor barbeque area and trampoline for the kids! The resort is just a
5-minute drive to central Taupo with a range of restaurants, cafés, shops and access to all the region has to
offer.

- X Boes &
Taupo to Waitomo

As you leave Taupo you will travel past Huka Falls, the largest waterfalls on the Waikato River. A river that is normally 100m wide, is squeezed
through a 20 metre wide gorge over a 20m drop. These falls are visually spectacular and well worth a visit. The Huka Jet Boat is an exhilarating
ride through the Waikato River with amazing views of the Huka Falls. Carrying on you will pass by the Waikaei Geothermal Power Station then a
mixture of farmland, lakeland and forest. Try your luck with a spot of fly fishing at Lake Whakamaru. You will pass by the beautiful Pureora
Forest Park, which is home to several rare bird species and has a number of well-marked walking tracks. The rich rolling countryside of the King
Country will accompany you to the limestone valleys of the Waitomo Caves region. Waitomo is home of a huge network of caves from the
magical glowworms that has attracted many visitors for the past century.

Glow Worm Caves Tour with Discover Waitomo

Explore a 30 million year old cave network spread across three levels. You'll travel deep underground through the limestone caves viewing
stalactites and stalagmites as well as hearing about the caves historical and geological significance. You'll then hop into a boat and glide silently
through the glow worm grotto - a galaxy of tiny living lights.

Waitomo to Auckland City

The lush farmland of the Waikato and the limestone hills of the Waitomo region provide some great scenery as you head north. Visit the
Otorohanga Kiwi House en route for a great look at some of New Zealand's native birds in particular our famous flightless namesake.
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Your accommodation: Adina Apartment Hotel Auckland Britomart

Adina Apartment Hotel Auckland, Britomart is only minutes away from Queen's Wharf harbour in the heart
of Auckland's CBD. Offering stylish, modern studio rooms and apartments, ideal for families, modern
explorers or business travellers.

Day 8

Depart Auckland today

Explore more of vibrant Auckland city before dropping your rental car at the airport depot and continuing your onward journey.

Farewell from Aotearoa / New Zealand

Bid farewell to Aotearoa / New Zealand, taking with you unforgettable memories of its breathtaking landscapes and incredible adventures. In
Maori, it is said ma te wa, which is not goodbye, it is see you soon!
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Tour details

Departures: Daily

Tour type: North Island Self Drive
Starts: Auckland

Finishes: Auckland

Tour length: 8

Accomodation: Apartments
Car/transport type:

Accommodation summary

Day 1 Adina Apartment Hotel Auckland Britomart
Day 2 Oceans Resort Whitianga

Day 3 Oceans Resort Whitianga

Day 4 Quest Rotorua Central

Day 5 Quest Rotorua Central

Day 6 Anchorage Resort

Day 7 Adina Apartment Hotel Auckland Britomart
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